
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E943 May 31, 2012 
IN RECOGNITION OF STANDARDS 
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 31, 2012 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the vital contributions that inde-
pendent, not-for-profit standards development 
organizations (SDOs) make to our nation’s 
economy and Americans’ quality of life. 

The National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), headquartered in my district in Quin-
cy, Massachusetts, is a leading SDO. I am fa-
miliar with the work of the NFPA and other, 
similar non-profit SDOs through my service on 
the Massachusetts Joint Committee on Public 
Safety, where model fire codes and sprinkler 
standards developed and updated by SDOs 
were integral to the Joint Committee’s state-
wide effort to promote fire safety. 

SDOs and the voluntary consensus stand-
ards that they develop are crucial to pre-
serving the quality of life that we, as Ameri-
cans’ enjoy. From the safety of industrial ma-
chinery to standard interfaces for audio equip-
ment, SDOs such as, the NFPA, the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, and ASTM 
International, have been safeguarding our 
health, safety and prosperity for over a cen-
tury. Additionally, standardization is essential 
to the health of our economy. Uniform meth-
ods, specifications, and interfaces improve ef-
ficiency and reduce uncertainties in the mar-
ketplace. 

The Federal government has repeatedly af-
firmed the benefits of SDOs. In his first term, 
President Ronald Reagan directed all Federal 
agencies to turn to private-sector voluntary 
consensus standards whenever appropriate, 
rather than developing separate government 
standards. In 1995, Congress codified this pol-
icy with the passage of the National Tech-
nology Transfer Advancement Act. This legis-
lation recognizes the expertise of private-sec-
tor specialists, and their ability to react to 
emerging challenges more nimbly than their 
government counterparts. It also recognizes 
the value of a stakeholder-driven process ori-
ented towards achieving consensus. 

NFPA recently demonstrated this respon-
siveness in the wake of the tragic explosion 
that occurred during the final stages of con-
struction at Kleen Energy Plant. Six workers 

died and nearly 50 others were injured in the 
explosion. An investigation by the U.S. Chem-
ical Safety Board (CSB) revealed that the ex-
plosion was caused by the use of natural gas 
to remove construction debris from the plant’s 
piping. After its investigation and subsequent 
safety recommendations, the CSB turned to 
the NFPA to develop a new safety standard to 
prevent such explosions in the future. After 
seeking input from numerous interested par-
ties, the NFPA Standards Council voted in Oc-
tober 2010 to establish a consensus technical 
committee to develop new standards for gas 
process safety. Just 18 months after the acci-
dent, the NFPA committee issued a new in-
dustry standard to prevent future fires and ex-
plosions during gas pipe cleaning and purging. 
I applaud the NFPA for its prompt response to 
this tragedy. This is just one example of the 
benefits that standard development organiza-
tions provide. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting the important work that not- 
for-profit standards development organizations 
contribute to developing health, safety and en-
vironmental standards that serve the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts and beyond. 
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PRENATAL NONDISCRIMINATION 
ACT (PRENDA) OF 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 30, 2012 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to H.R. 3541, the Prenatal Non-
discrimination Act of 2012. This is a cynical bill 
under the guise of preventing sex selection 
which would undermine a woman’s right to 
choose. 

Clearly, sex-selective abortions are offen-
sive and unacceptable. But this bill will only 
interfere with the doctor-patient relationship. 
Are doctors supposed to interrogate women to 
determine their motivation for seeking an abor-
tion? What other means must doctors take to 
ensure that they are not imprisoned as a re-
sult of this bill? These threats will only impede 
open, honest communication between women 
and their providers and undermine the doctor- 
patient relationship. Some providers will be 
discouraged from offering any reproductive 

tests and services and as a result, women’s 
access to access safe, legal health care will 
be jeopardized. 

Mr. Speaker, if House Republicans truly 
wanted to protect women, then they would 
have allowed a vote on legislation to ensure 
the right of women to receive equal pay for 
equal work. Unfortunately they did not. It is for 
these reasons that I urge my colleagues to op-
pose H.R. 3541. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF BOURNE’S 
HIGH WATER MARK SIGN 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 31, 2012 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the unveiling of the high water mark 
sign in Bourne, Massachusetts, commemo-
rating the hurricane that struck the north-
eastern United States on September 21, 1938. 
This storm was among the most powerful trop-
ical cyclones ever recorded in the region. 

Striking with virtually no warning, the hurri-
cane devastated the unprepared Northeast 
and resulted in over 500 deaths and over 
1,700 injuries. In the upper Buzzards Bay re-
gion, the hurricane produced a storm surge of 
11 to 13 feet across. This resulted in signifi-
cant financial damages, including the total de-
struction of 2,600 boats and almost 9,000 
homes, as well as severe damage to busi-
nesses, roads, and railroads. In addition to 
record-setting gusts and devastating floods, 
the hurricane severed power lines in Con-
necticut, sparking catastrophic fires. 

The 1938 hurricane serves as a sobering 
reminder of the raw power of nature, and of 
the constant need to safeguard our coasts 
against these deadly storms. We must never 
forget the contributions and sacrifices that 
public safety officials make daily to protect us 
from disaster, and we must never forget the 
need to support their critical endeavors. Pre-
paredness is every bit as necessary now as it 
was in 1938, and we neglect the danger 
posed by tropical storms at our own peril. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in remembering 
the lives lost on September 21, 1938, as well 
as reaffirming our commitment to protecting 
our nation from the ever-present threat of nat-
ural disasters. 
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